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Bleeding From Aspirin Prophylaxis of Coronary Disease
I RUN A LABORATORY in which we see a lot of bleeding complications and we are
beginning to diagnose a new syndrome, at least in Boston, which occurs in persons
taking aspirin to prevent coronary disease, who are presenting with increasing
frequency with gastritis, hemorrhagic gastritis or generalized bleeding. We are
impressed with the frequency with which people who take aspirin have bleeding.
I think that until hard data are in, one should not assume that the ingestion of
aspirin, even in small amounts, is a benign thing to do. At least in a subset
of people I am impressed that it can precipitate or unmask hemorrhagic diathesis.

-DANIEL DEYKIN, MD., Boston
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